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A r S I A A C 1 

Educational variable* and pa r t i c i pa t ion in adult 
education were examined in terms of the follovina hypotheses: (1) a 

higher 1 *vel ci achievement in the scour n t ia 1 - uni t system will be 
associated with greater participation in the complement a ry- f unct ion a 1 
system; (2) a night l level of achievement within t l u 

r a it i 1 y - e d u c a t i o n a 3 s y * ; tern will be as s o c i a t o d w i t h g r n a ♦ » r 

participation in the complement a i y- rune t iona 1 system; ( >) the 
imluonce or the segue nt ial-uni t and f a m i 1 y-educa t iona 1 systems on 
participation in the cor ; 1 orient a x y- l u i ct i on a 1 system will le 
c 't.ilative; ail (u) a chi c v* r e nt in t n< s^g u «>n t i a 1 - u n i t aril 
. ji il y-edu ca t iona 1 systems will nave d i i t er»> n t i a 1 influence* on 
participation in different asp* ctr of t ho com j 1 one n t a r y - f u net iona 1 
system. Data were gathered through a socioeconomic rurvry of rural 
household hr ads on the lower Eraser Valley of British Columbia in 

19 70. I ho years ol school complete ) by M,.. respondent which wa.s a 

measure of achievement in the si guen t ltl-un i t syst^r, arid the 
educational level of the wife which l< preser.tr ] the guality of 
education available in the family-educational system, vno the 
variables showing the strongest influence on participation. The 
education ol the father, did not show such a stiong influence on 
participation. ( N L ) 
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Research pertaining to participation in adult education lias been 
concerned chiefly with specific socio-economic and psycho-social character- 
istics so that it is becoming possible to identify who participates in adult 
education and who Joes not. Such characteristics as age*, education, 
occupation, and income, among many others that have been studied, have 
shown an association with participation. (4, 12, 13, 21) There have been 
lew attempts, however, to extend existing knowledge about pai licipat jon in 
adult education beyond the simple identification of associated variables. 

Of all the characteristics that have been examined, previous 
educational background may be the most important dimension to examine 
in detail as the nunlxT of persons participating tends to increase at each 
successively higher level of educational attainment (12, 17) and the years 
of school completed is the strongest influence on participation. (4, 7, Jft, 2 1) 

In most cases only that one asjvct of education has lx.cn examined, however, 
the emerging concept, of education n> a lifelong activity (14) suggests that 
additional edicational characteristics may l>o imputant jntlucnccs on partici- 
pation. The examination of several elements in the educational backgrounds 
of participants and their families may lead to greate r fac ility in predicting 
participation in adult education than is possible when considering only the years, 
of school completed by the pniticipunt or non-pai ticipunt . Tile purposes of 
tins paper are to review previous rese arch resjvcting the influence of 
education on participation, toMiggc't a cniicc jitudl framework foi studying 
additional educational variables, and to present a secondary analysis of data 
gathered for .mother jnn po^e as a prcliminaiy tc-c of the hypotheses del ived 
from the conceptual framework. 




n 

C/ 



2 



CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

The concept of education as a lifelong integrated process suggests 
a new emphasis in participation research in that adult education Incomes 
one aspect of a continuous process instead of a discrete phenomenon to i>e 
studied in isolation. Lengrand (14:1) describes lifelong education the 
uninterrupted continuation of the educational process to fulfill the aspirations 
and develop the potentialities of each individual and to meet the ever more 
pressing demands ot a world in transformation. Similarly, Liveright 
and Ohligcr (15:47) note that educators are loginning to refer to lifelong 
integrated education or edu catio n pe nnanen te stretching from the home 
and nursery schools through elementary, secondary, jxrst •second ary, 
and higher education, and then extending through all the adult years. 

The many components of lifelong integrated education have I con 
classified into three systems by Hsseri ami Spence, (9) The family- 
educational system services chiefly the immature im mlvrs of the family 
hut it also provides some educational services for other membra r Uic 
sequential-unit system, is characterized by a series oi graded steps leading 
toward higher levels, with achievement usually measured in terms of the 
successful completion of steps. The complementary-functional system 
provides opportunities for systematic learning in areas not deal* with or 
inadequately learned in the family-educational or sequent ial -unit systems 
and includes adult education among other activities, ^s Fssert and Sjvnce 
ndi, (lie systems of education are interrelated with the programs and 
interests of each system pattjnlly overlapping (9;2(>2), 
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